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Dear Disney Parents, 
 
During this time of uncertainty, we understand the stress and anxiety that everyone is going through. More than ever, it is 
vital that we support each other, come together as a Disney Community, and provide our children the health, safety, and 
rich academic experiences that they deserve. The Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) has added another challenge to a year 
filled with adversity. I have no doubts that our community will persevere, become stronger, and embody excellence. The 
purpose of this letter is twofold: 1) to provide tools and resources to take preventative measures against the Coronavirus 
and 2) to provide details of the learning plan that students and teachers will engage in while our school remains closed. 
 
As you’ve most likely heard, schools will be closing on Tuesday because of the Coronavirus disease outbreak. On Friday 
Governor Pritzker announced that all Illinois schools, including Chicago Public Schools, will close beginning Tuesday, 
March 17 through Monday, March 30. Classes are currently scheduled to resume on Tuesday, March 31. School-
sponsored activities, events, field trips, and athletic events are also canceled during this time. This includes the LSC 
Elections and Meet the Principal forums scheduled on March 23rd.  
 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) continues to work in partnership with the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) to 
monitor the coronavirus (COVID-19) and make decisions that are in the best interest of the entire CPS community. Please 
continue checking your emails for CPS updates, while checking the district’s website. Our school has received extra 
cleaning wipes for each classroom; extra hand sanitizer is scheduled to come in Monday morning. We will take every 
precaution on Monday to keep our students healthy, including the dismissal procedure that was successfully followed on 
Friday (not allowing more that 20 people in the school at one time). 
 
In addition, Disney has created a detailed plan for learning during the school closure so students can stay engaged 
academically. Teachers will be assigning work everyday and students will be expected to complete daily work at home. If 
students do not have a computer at home, they will have the option of taking their school-issued iPad home with them. If 
your child will be taking an iPad home, you will need to email their teacher of this request. Please read the Disney iPad 
lease agreement (attached). Understand that students and parents will be responsible for lost or damaged iPads and are 
expected to bring them back when school resumes. The district will be communicating ways to access Internet, for 
families who have limited or no Internet access.  
 
Please read the following points, which present crucial information about our Academic Plan. 
 

1. You will receive consistent communication through email from your child’s teacher regarding the daily 
academic plan. 

2. All work assignments will be posted by 8AM on each teacher’s website or Google classroom. The links to 
these websites will be sent to you on Monday. 

3. K-4 students can expect 1 reading activity, 1 math activity, and 1 activity from an additional subject 
(science, social studies, writing). Additional information will be coming home from PK teachers, to 
accommodate learning needs.  

4. 5-8 students can expect 1 reading activity, 1 math activity, 1 science activity, and 1 activity from an 
additional subject (social studies, writing). 6th grade students will receive a social studies activity everyday. 

5. Teachers will be available through email throughout the day. It is permitted to communicate through a 
student’s CPS email account, Google Hangout, or Class Website. It is not permitted to communicate 
through a student’s personal mobile device or student’s personal email account. 

6. If your child does not attend school tomorrow, we ask that you do not come to school to pick up their 
materials. For preventative measures with the COVID-19 virus, we can’t allow parents to come in and out 
of the school throughout the day. As long as you have a computer or iPad at home, this will be enough for 
students to complete the Academic Learning Plan. Any materials that come from a book or hard copy can 
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be electronically emailed by teachers. If your child needs the iPad because there is no computer at home, 
call the main office with a special request: 773-534-5840. Absences will be excused tomorrow. 

7. Please understand that there will be no access to the building during school closure because of preventative 
measures. A deep cleaning of the entire school will occur during this time.  

8. All families will be able to pick up meals at their nearest CPS school beginning Tuesday, March 17, 
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. daily. Lunchroom staff will prep, bag, and provide meals outside of the school 
building. 

9. If you have any questions, please follow the communication protocols below: 
a. Email your child’s homeroom teacher with any questions or concerns 
b. For questions that may not be answered by the teacher, email the following: 

1. PK-1st Grade: email Mr. Smith at jrsmith28@cps.edu 
2. 2-4th Grade: email Ms. Olvera at tolvera1@cps.edu 
3. 5th-8th Grade: email Ms. Jarvis at jajarvis@cps.edu 
4. Main Office Questions: email Ms. Jones: nabarthelemy-jone@cps.edu, Ms. Brown: 

armiller@cps.edu, Ms. Pacheco: cpacheco16@cps.edu, or Ms. Mitchell: 
jmitchell1@cps.edu 

5. Feel free to email Mrs. Trilla: ahsmith3@cps.edu or myself: priskus@cps.edu for 
administrative questions or any other concerns.  

 
On Monday, March 16th, directions for digital use, and hard copies of supplemental materials and resources will be sent 
home with your child. These materials should be kept in a safe but accessible place at home so your child can complete 
them if necessary. Additionally, we will email digital resources to parents and students to access electronically. 
 
At Disney, we are taking every precaution to keep our students healthy, including providing hand sanitizer, encouraging 
proper hand washing etiquette, and disinfecting high-touch areas of our school in addition to routine cleaning. The district 
has been sending, and will continue to send, regular COVID-19 updates to parents with more specific guidance. If you 
have not received these letters, I ask that you please update your emergency contact information with the school so we can 
ensure you receive accurate and timely information.  
 
For the most reliable information about COVID-19, please visit: 

• Chicago Department of Public Health: http://www.chicago.gov/coronavirus 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus 
• Chicago Public Schools: https://cps.edu/coronavirus 

If you need help locating medical care, please reach out to the CPS Office of Student Health and Wellness at 
oshw@cps.edu or by calling the Healthy CPS Hotline at 773-553-KIDS (5437).  

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Paul Riskus, EdD 
Principal 
Walt Disney Magnet School  
 
 


